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ABSTRACT 



The information in this document is a summary of 
school-level data on attendance submitted by each Maryland public school 
system. Since 1991 the overall percent average daily attendance has risen 
slightly from 92.6% in 1992 to 93.4% in 1996 and 1997. The rate of increase 
is mirrored at elementary and secondary school levels. The percent attendance 
range among the state's 24 school systems is from 88.6% to 95.5%. The number 
of students who drop out of high school continues to be of great concern to 
both the educational and business sectors. In 1997, 4.7%, or 10,944 of the 
students enrolled in grades 9 through 12 in Maryland public schools dropped 
out of school . The percentage of dropouts among the 24 school systems ranged 
from a low of 1.25% to a high of 13.49%. In 1993, the dropout rate was 5.36%. 
Since that time the rate dropped slightly, only to rise slightly between 1996 
and 1997. Fifteen tables present information about attendance in the state's 
public schools, including information about transfers into and out of school 
systems. Tables 12 through 15 give information, including race and ethnicity, 
about students who complete high school in Maryland. (SLD) 
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number of students who enter a school system at any time during on the chart represent the number of students transferring 

the school year. Using this "Total Students Served” approach takes to private schools and the solid bars indicate the number 

into consideration student mobility into and out of the school system. of students who transfer from private to public schools. 

Since we are using an annual rate the impact of the local economy 

on the data is reduced and is more valuable to decision makers. Rrekindergarten-6 Grades 7-12 
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The following charts indicate this mobility of students, in grades 
prekindergarten through 6 and grades 7 through 12. The white bars 



This summary of attendance contains more detailed information Dropout - a student who leaves school for any reason, 

about each of the items described on the previous pages. Most of except death, before graduation or completion of a 

the information is categorized by elementary and secondary grade Maryland approved education program and is not known 

levels. Tables 2 and 3 show whether students are returning to the to enroll in another school or state-approved program 

same school or transferring from another public or private school. during the current school year. 
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Other Completers - students who completed a program which led 
to a certificate of completion. At the present time this category only 
includes special education students. 



Summary of Attendance Statistics: Maryland Public Schools: July 1996 - June 1997 
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Total Entries Into Maryland Public Schools 
Grades Prekindergarten - 6: September 1996 - June 1997 
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Total Entries Into Maryland Public Schools 
Grades 7 - 12: September 1996 - June 1997 
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Withdrawals from Maryland Public High Schools by Cause of Termination 
Grades 7-12: July 1996 - June 1997 
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Withdrawals from Maryland Public High Schools by Cause of Termination 
Grades 9 -12: July 1996 - June 1997 
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CODE DEFINITIONS: 

30 Illness 33 Lack of Interest 36 Military Service 41 Immaturity 44 Parenting 71 Pregnancy 

31 Academic 34 Employment 38 Economic Reasons 42 Special Cases 46 Expulsion 16 & Over 

32 Discipline 35 Marriage 40 Expulsion Under 16 43 Death 50 Whereabouts Unknown 



Dropout Rates of Maryland Public High Schools 
Grades 9 - 12 : July 1996 - June 1997 
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Average Daily Attendance and Percent Average Daily Attendance 
Maryland Public Schools: Grades Prekindergarten - 12: 1996-97 
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MSDE-PRIM Summary of Attendance 



Average Daily Membership in Maryland Public Schools 
Prekindergarten - Grade 12: 1996-97 
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